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loving a neighbor just like we’d like to be 
loved ourselves. 

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I started 
what’s called the USA Freedom Corps to en-
courage Americans to extend a compas-
sionate hand to a neighbor in need, and the 
response has been incredibly strong. People 
are serving our Nation by helping somebody 
who hurts. 

You know, the great fabric of America ex-
ists at the community level, where civic 
groups are formed to put—reach out a hand 
to someone in need. It’s really one of the 
great strengths of our country. Policemen 
and firefighters and people who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform remind us on a daily basis what 
it means to sacrifice for something greater 
than ourselves. Once again, the children of 
America believe in heroes, because they see 
them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America, 
and I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 3 years have 
come to the right nation. We’re a strong 
country, and we use our strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
ourselves. 

Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations 
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek to 
lift up lives by spreading opportunity to every 
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it, and 
we know that for our country, the best days 
lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at Amer-
ica’s Center. In his remarks, he referred to Wil-
liam H.T. ‘‘Bucky’’ Bush, Missouri State chairman, 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; Missouri Secretary of State 
Matt Blunt; Catherine Hanaway, speaker, Mis-
souri State house of representatives; Peter Kinder, 
president pro tempore, Missouri State senate; Ste-
phen Brauer, former U.S. Ambassador to Bel-
gium, and his wife, Camilla; former Senator John 
Danforth, Special Envoy for Peace in the Sudan; 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Memorandum on Eligibility of the 
Regional Security System (RSS) To 
Receive Defense Articles and 
Services Under the Foreign 
Assistance Act and the Arms Export 
Control Act 
January 5, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Eligibility of the Regional Security 
System (RSS) to Receive Defense Articles 
and Services under the Foreign Assistance 
Act and the Arms Export Control Act

Consistent with the provisions of section 
503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 
as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, I hereby find that the 
furnishing of defense articles and services to 
the RSS will strengthen the security of the 
United States and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this finding to the Congress and to publish 
it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Libya 
January 5, 2004

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order 
12543, President Reagan declared a national 
emergency to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of the 
Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986, 
by Executive Order 12544, the President 
took additional measures to block Libyan as-
sets in the United States. The President has 
transmitted a notice continuing this emer-
gency to the Congress and the Federal Reg-
ister every year since 1986. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on January 7, 1986, has not been 
fully resolved, although there have been 
some positive developments. 
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